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(1) IN GENERAL.—The discharge satisfies 

the minimum level of effluent quality speci-
fied in section 133.102 of title 40, Code of Reg-
ulations (or a successor regulation). 

(2) FECAL COLIFORM.—With respect to the 
samples from the discharge during any 30- 
day period— 

(A) the geometric mean of the samples 
shall not exceed 20 fecal coliform per 100 mil-
liliters; and 

(B) not more than 10 percent of the sam-
ples shall exceed 40 fecal coliform per 100 
milliliters. 

(3) RESIDUAL CHLORINE.—Concentrations of 
total residual chlorine in samples shall not 
exceed 10 milligrams per liter. 

(c) REVIEW AND REVISION OF EFFLUENT LIM-
ITS.—The Commandant and the Adminis-
trator shall jointly— 

(1) review the effluent limits required by 
subsection (a) at least once every 3 years; 
and 

(2) revise the effluent limits as necessary 
to incorporate technology available at the 
time of the review in accordance with sub-
section (a)(2). 
SEC. 6. INSPECTION AND SAMPLING. 

(a) DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF 
INSPECTION PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant, in con-
sultation with the Administrator, shall pro-
mulgate regulations to implement an inspec-
tion, sampling, and testing program suffi-
cient to verify that cruise vessels calling on 
ports of the United States are in compliance 
with— 

(A) this Act (including regulations promul-
gated under this Act); 

(B) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) (including regula-
tions promulgated under that Act); 

(C) other applicable Federal laws and regu-
lations; and 

(D) all applicable requirements of inter-
national agreements. 

(2) INSPECTIONS.—The program shall re-
quire that— 

(A) regular announced and unannounced 
inspections be conducted of any relevant as-
pect of cruise vessel operations, equipment, 
or discharges, including sampling and test-
ing of cruise vessel discharges; and 

(B) each cruise vessel that calls on a port 
of the United States shall be subject to an 
unannounced inspection at least annually. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Commandant, in consultation with the Ad-
ministrator, shall promulgate regulations 
that, at a minimum— 

(1) require the owner, operator, or master, 
or other individual in charge, of a cruise ves-
sel to maintain and produce a logbook de-
tailing the times, types, volumes, and flow 
rates, origins, and locations of any dis-
charges from the cruise vessel; 

(2) provide for routine announced and un-
announced inspections of— 

(A) cruise vessel environmental compli-
ance records and procedures; and 

(B) the functionality and proper operation 
of installed equipment for abatement and 
control of any cruise vessel discharge (which 
equipment shall include equipment intended 
to treat sewage, graywater, or bilge water); 

(3) require the sampling and testing of 
cruise vessel discharges that require the 
owner, operator, or master, or other indi-
vidual in charge, of a cruise vessel— 

(A) to conduct that sampling or testing; 
and 

(B) to produce any records of the sampling 
or testing; 

(4) require any owner, operator, or master, 
or other individual in charge, of a cruise ves-
sel who has knowledge of a discharge from 
the cruise vessel in violation of this Act (in-

cluding regulations promulgated under this 
Act) to immediately report that discharge to 
the Commandant (who shall provide notifica-
tion of the discharge to the Administrator); 
and 

(5) require the owner, operator, or master, 
or other individual in charge, of a cruise ves-
sel to provide to the Commandant and Ad-
ministrator a blueprint of each cruise vessel 
that includes the location of every discharge 
pipe and valve. 

(c) EVIDENCE OF COMPLIANCE.— 
(1) VESSEL OF THE UNITED STATES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—A cruise vessel registered 

in the United States to which this Act ap-
plies shall have a certificate of inspection 
issued by the Commandant. 

(B) ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE.—The Com-
mandant may issue a certificate described in 
subparagraph (A) only after the cruise vessel 
has been examined and found to be in com-
pliance with this Act, including prohibitions 
on discharges and requirements for effluent 
limits, as determined by the Commandant. 

(C) VALIDITY OF CERTIFICATE.—A certificate 
issued under this paragraph— 

(i) shall be valid for a period of not more 
than 5 years, beginning on the date of 
issuance of the certificate; 

(ii) may be renewed as specified by the 
Commandant; and 

(iii) shall be suspended or revoked if the 
Commandant determines that the cruise ves-
sel for which the certificate was issued is not 
in compliance with the conditions under 
which the certificate was issued. 

(D) SPECIAL CERTIFICATES.—The Com-
mandant may issue special certificates to 
certain vessels that exhibit compliance with 
this Act and other best practices, as deter-
mined by the Commandant. 

(2) FOREIGN VESSEL.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—A cruise vessel registered 

in a country other than the United States to 
which this Act applies may operate in the 
waters of the United States, or visit a port or 
place under the jurisdiction of the United 
States, only if the cruise vessel has been 
issued a certificate of compliance by the 
Commandant. 

(B) ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE.—The Com-
mandant may issue a certificate described in 
subparagraph (A) to a cruise vessel only 
after the cruise vessel has been examined 
and found to be in compliance with this Act, 
including prohibitions on discharges and re-
quirements for effluent limits, as determined 
by the Commandant. 

(C) ACCEPTANCE OF FOREIGN DOCUMENTA-
TION.—The Commandant may consider a cer-
tificate, endorsement, or document issued by 
the government of a foreign country under a 
treaty, convention, or other international 
agreement to which the United States is a 
party, in issuing a certificate of compliance 
under this paragraph. Such a certificate, en-
dorsement, or document shall not serve as a 
proxy for certification of compliance with 
this Act. 

(D) VALIDITY OF CERTIFICATE.—A certifi-
cate issued under this section— 

(i) shall be valid for a period of not more 
than 24 months, beginning on the date of 
issuance of the certificate; 

(ii) may be renewed as specified by the 
Commandant; and 

(iii) shall be suspended or revoked if the 
Commandant determines that the cruise ves-
sel for which the certificate was issued is not 
in compliance with the conditions under 
which the certificate was issued. 

(d) CRUISE OBSERVER PILOT PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mandant shall establish, and for each of fis-
cal years 2006 through 2008, shall carry out, a 
program for the placement of 2 or more inde-
pendent observers on cruise vessels for the 

purpose of monitoring and inspecting cruise 
vessel operations, equipment, and discharges 
to ensure compliance with— 

(A) this Act (including regulations promul-
gated under this Act); and 

(B) all other relevant Federal laws and 
international agreements. 

(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—An observer de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) observe and inspect— 
(i) onboard environmental treatment sys-

tems; 
(ii) use of shore-based treatment and stor-

age facilities; 
(iii) discharges and discharge practices; 

and 
(iv) blueprints, logbooks, and other rel-

evant information; 
(B) have the authority to interview and 

otherwise query any crew member with 
knowledge of vessel operations; 

(C) have access to all data and information 
made available to government officials under 
this section; and 

(D) immediately report any known or sus-
pected violation of this Act or any other ap-
plicable Federal law or international agree-
ment to— 

(i) the Coast Guard; and 
(ii) the Environmental Protection Agency. 
(3) REPORT.—Not later than January 31, 

2008, the Commandant shall submit to Con-
gress a report describing the results, and rec-
ommendations for continuance, of the pro-
gram under this subsection. 

(e) ONBOARD MONITORING SYSTEM PILOT 
PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, in consultation 
with the Administrator and the Com-
mandant, shall establish, and for each of fis-
cal years 2006 through 2011, shall carry out, 
with industry partners as necessary, a pilot 
program to develop and promote commer-
cialization of technologies to provide real- 
time data to Federal agencies regarding— 

(A) graywater and sewage discharges from 
cruise vessels; and 

(B) functioning of cruise vessel compo-
nents relating to pollution control. 

(2) TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS.—Tech-
nologies developed under the program under 
this subsection— 

(A) shall have the ability to record— 
(i) the location and time of discharges 

from cruise vessels; 
(ii) the source, content, and volume of 

those discharges; and 
(iii) the state of components relating to 

pollution control at the time of the dis-
charges, including whether the components 
are operating correctly; and 

(B) shall be tested on not less than 10 per-
cent of all cruise vessels operating in the ter-
ritorial sea of the United States, including 
large and small vessels. 

(3) PARTICIPATION OF INDUSTRY.— 
(A) COMPETITIVE SELECTION PROCESS.—In-

dustry partners willing to participate in the 
program may do so through a competitive 
selection process conducted by the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration. 

(B) CONTRIBUTION.—A selected industry 
partner shall contribute not less than 20 per-
cent of the cost of the project in which the 
industry partner participates. 

(4) REPORT.—Not later than January 31, 
2008, the Administrator of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration shall 
submit to Congress a report describing the 
results, and recommendations for continu-
ance, of the program under this subsection. 
SEC. 7. EMPLOYEE PROTECTION. 

(a) PROHIBITION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
PERSONS FILING, INSTITUTING, OR TESTIFYING 
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